
 

   
 
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 

PENTAIR ANNOUNCES RESULTS OF MULTI-YEAR PROJECT SAFEWATER-COLÓN RESEARCH  
TO ADDRESS WORLD’S CLEAN WATER CRISIS 

 
Research confirmed cost of just pennies a day per person to provide safe drinking water; 

Independent, scientific research validates potable water solution and its impact in a developing country; 

Project Safewater-Colón findings can help address the United Nation’s Millennium Development Goals 

 

MINNEAPOLIS – July 20, 2011 – Pentair, Inc. (NYSE: PNR), a leader in sustainable water solutions, 

announced today the results of the multi-year Project Safewater-Colón initiative and research, funded 

by The Pentair Foundation. Project Safewater-Colón demonstrates that it’s possible to provide people in 

developing countries with affordable and sustainable sources of safe drinking water.  

 

“Everyone understands that people need clean, safe water to live. The issue becomes proving that a 

viable, sustainable and cost-effective solution can be provided where it’s desperately needed, and we 

have done that,” stated Randall J. Hogan, chairman and chief executive officer of Pentair. “The results of 

the Project Safewater-Colón study show that for an investment of only pennies a day per person, we can 

ensure that people have access to safe drinking water in regions where they don’t have it now.” 

 

More than one billion people around the world, most of them in developing nations, lack access to safe 

water. The result is that preventable waterborne diseases continue to be a leading cause of illness and 

death globally. Every day, approximately 25,000 people, mainly children in developing countries, die 

from preventable waterborne diseases, according to the World Health Organization.  

 

“The world’s safe drinking water crisis is solvable,” said Hogan. “What we’ve learned from Project 

Safewater-Colón can help address the United Nations’ Millennium Development Goals.”  

 

The U.N. Millennium Goal Number 7C calls for cutting in half the proportion of the world’s population 

without sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation by 2015.   

 

Establishing an Affordable, Sustainable Solution 

In 2006, the Pentair Foundation committed $4.7 million to fund Project Safewater-Colón.  The program 

was conducted in the remote district of Colón, Honduras, where nearly the entire region's 

approximately 350,000 people lived without clean water and approximately one quarter of them lacked 

adequate sanitation facilities.  

 

Pentair’s Project Safewater-Colón is a comprehensive program which funded the installation of more 

than 200 water treatment systems and over 10,000 individual sanitation facilities in Colón, which serves 

approximately 75 percent of the region. Project Safewater-Colón also encompassed widespread 

community education programs to heighten awareness of the importance of safe, clean drinking water, 

and the connection between good hygiene practices and health.  Additionally, to ensure  
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that safe, treated water continues to be available beyond Pentair’s initial funding period, Project 

Safewater-Colón established a microenterprise business model, where the local community owns the 

water treatment systems and users pay their communities a nominal fee for potable water. The 

individual user fee is established by the local community to cover the ongoing operation and 

maintenance of their system.  

 

Once installed, the system costs less than 5 cents per person per day to operate. 

 

Water Missions International, a nonprofit organization that addresses the water and sanitation needs of 

people in developing countries, served as Pentair’s on-the-ground partner in Colón. 

 

“Supplying safe water to people in need is an investment in their life, and an opportunity to dramatically 

reduce the likelihood that their health will be compromised because of the prevalence of waterborne 

diseases,” said Dr. George C. Greene III, chief executive officer of Water Missions International. 

“Because of Pentair’s Project Safewater-Colón, hundreds of thousands of Hondurans now have 

improved drinking water, health and sanitation conditions.” 

 

Research Validates Positive Health Impact 
Concurrently, an independent study on Project Safewater-Colón’s health impact was led by Dr. Jeffery L. 

Deal, director of anthropology and water studies for the Center for Global Health, Medical University of 

South Carolina. The Project Safewater-Colón research program offers an objective study to evaluate and 

quantify the impact that water purification systems can have on peoples’ health in a developing country. 

The research involved the participation and cooperation of the Honduran Department of Health. 

 

The study’s methodologies incorporated a combination of ethnographic data, medical chart reviews and 

immunoassays for three of the most common waterborne protozoan pathogens.  

 

“This is the first time conclusive evidence confirms what many have assumed for years – that access to 

clean, safe water directly reduces waterborne illnesses,” stated Dr. Deal. “In addition, this project has 

demonstrated that community-based water treatment systems can be done cost-effectively. Our 

findings provide us with a replicable, immediately deployable model to reduce the incidence of 

waterborne disease and save lives.” 

 

Baseline testing, completed in 2007, identified and evaluated water sources in 613 communities in the 

district of Colón. The Project Safewater-Colón study measured the water quality in 100 percent of these 

water sources and found that high counts of coliform bacteria, indicative of fecal contamination, were 

present in every water source.  

 

The Project Safewater-Colón study measured waterborne illness rates among three groups of 

participants:  

1. The Control Group – no water treatment system, no sanitary system and no community 

education programming;  

2. The Water Only Group – water treatment system had been operational for one full year, no 

sanitary system and included community education programming; and  

3. The Water and Sanitation Group – water treatment system had been operational for one full 

year, sanitary system had been completed and community education programming had been 

implemented.  
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Final data compiled in 2010 demonstrated a significant difference between those who received access 

to treated water, sanitation and education, and those in the control group who did not. In fact, the 

results showed that only 4.5 percent of the water only group tested positive for parasites and 3.8 

percent of the water and sanitation group tested positive for parasites, compared to 25.0 percent for 

the control group, resulting in an 80 percent improvement. 

 

Additionally, medical records from four Colón health clinics pointed to a decline of 50 percent in the 

number of diarrhea disease cases they encountered once Project Safewater-Colon was fully operational, 

following a 34-month post-installation timeframe.  

 

“Data gathered following the installation of water treatment and sanitation systems, and community 

education, now suggests a high level of understanding of the causes and prevention of waterborne 

illness or disease among people in the communities studied,” said Dr. Deal.  

 

For More Information 

The Pentair Foundation is making its findings publicly available for other organizations and 

municipalities interested in replicating its cost-effective model to bring clean, safe water to people in 

need. This information may be found at www.projectsafewater.com.   

 
About The Pentair Foundation  
Established in 1998, The Pentair Foundation supports communities in which Pentair operates. The 

Foundation funds programs that promote education, sustainability in water and energy, and workforce 

readiness. Pentair dedicates two percent of its annual pre-tax income to charitable efforts. Over the 

years, The Pentair Foundation has directed more than $25 million to Pentair communities.  

 

About Pentair, Inc. 
Pentair (www.pentair.com) is a global diversified industrial company headquartered in Minneapolis, 

Minnesota. Its Water Group is a global leader in providing innovative products and systems used 

worldwide in the movement, treatment, storage and enjoyment of water. Pentair's Technical Products 

Group is a leader in the global enclosures and thermal management markets, designing and 

manufacturing thermal management products and standard, modified, and custom enclosures that 

protect sensitive electronics and the people that use them. With 2010 revenues of $3.0 billion, Pentair 

employs over 15,000 people worldwide.  

 

About Water Missions International 
Water Missions International is a nonprofit engineering organization serving the water and sanitation 

needs of people in developing countries and disaster areas. It uses low-maintenance, appropriate water 

technologies for drinking water treatment and distribution, wastewater management and storm water 

control. The organization has brought relief and hope to more than a million people across the globe. 

 

Media Contacts 
Betsy Day, Pentair, 763-656-5537, betsy.day@pentair.com or 

Shawn Brumbaugh, Padilla Speer Beardsley, 612-455-1754, sbrumbaugh@psbpr.com  
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